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Bethesda, Maryland
Friday, Nov. 26
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Dear Daddy and Helen,

William has been busy all this week with his revolution. The
telephone rings as soon as he leaves the of fice, and from then n
wntil he arrives there in the morning again. He 1ls not pleased with
the state of affairs, and neither are most people. It 1Is a saddening
thing to see the first popularly elected presgdent in Venezuela
forced to hand things over to what has been described vividly by
"an influential filgure in oil company circles" ac a group of gtrut-
ting, petiy-minded , self-created Nppoleons. Not that The Acclon
Democratica people were witnout sin. I daresay there was &s uwuch
graft and inmeifiiciency in thelr govornment toward the end as there
always has been in all Venezuelan govornments, butb at least they
were popularly supported in as free an electlon as 1s possible

down tinere 1n this day and age. The Army cfricers who didn't hesi-
tate to threatea i rce will certainly not be any less free of

graft and inerficiency &2 their predecessors, and they will prob-

ably have a good deal of trouble with the labbr.unions. Itreally
is too bad that such a thing euuld have occurred with so nuc h
success and so 1 ttle opposibion. Bub it il always hard for une-
armed civilians 1o oppose a united army. in any case, 1t has kept
Williaw very busy Por the last week, and we are still awalilng
many details to fit intq the incomplete plcture. Ambassador Done-
elly says that all the merilcans are safe, and that the Embasay
stalf has eumergency focofl supplies on hand from which to take whi
mey be needed ;ﬁ case of prolonged trouble. There appears to have
been very littie blocdshed at all in the first Phase at leust,
although a late report c mfused us by sgaying that there was a good
deal of gunfire last night.

William had to go to the office yesterday wmocrning of ¢ourse,
and just returned in time to take Laurence John and me over to the
Bob Parke's house for 4hanksgiving dinre r. Helen Farke ® oked a
mggnificent bird_(l hoge you and Helen were able to have a nlwe
dinner too, my desrs;) and ali the trinmings were on hand, including
some very delicious wild strawberry jam which she made thls eumrer.

I ontributed the dessert and some sugar cookies, rlus a bottle of
our good French white wine. Laurence John was 8o thriiled at being
invited out to dinner! He wept tittarly early in the wmormling when
he first got up, on lesrning that it was Thanksgid ng but that he
wasn't to be aliowed to dash right over to the Farkes and have his
dinme r iomediately on arfising. 411 last week he had been asking
"Is it today that I am going to a cocktail party? Am I golng this
to a dinner party?" 411 invitations are general to him, and most
parties seem to be coektall parties. He behaved wonderfully in splie
of migsing his nap due to over-eapemess to be gone. He takled his
rapefruit.manfullg, refusing all assistance, and then set to earnest-
y on the turkey, dressing, and sweet potatoes. He ignored the rpeas
and the dessert, but accepted several sugar cookies. When he left he
gye his hand to all concerned and sald "Thanks SO mueh, it was SINILY
‘de licious!" in a very polite manner. He and the two Farke boys {(who
are eight and ten) enjoyed playing together. At cne point the younger
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Parke boy had to admit that he wgs afraid of going upstairs by himself,
having recently read "Tom Sawyer" on the subject of haunted houses.
#laurence John was interested in the subject of ghosts, and whimpered
that he wanted t: see a gnost, too. In short ogder we heard him up-
stairs shouting "I'm a big daddy ghost, Bavddl" so we judged that

he hadn't caught the point et all. Last Sunday while we were out
riding we tummed on the radic and L.J. listened for a mouent oOr two
in his usual abstracted way. The next Tuesday at lunch he asked
"Remember the Joke about the bturkey, mamma?’ I sald thet I really
didn't rvemember sny joke about turkeys. " Well, you cook it for

long hours and hours, then you take it out of the oven agd throw

awey the turkey and EAT THE STOVE. Ha ha hal!" It was only then

that I remember having hearé it on Sunday, but ever sincethen

L,J. has been telling us that joke once or more a day, always

with the same triumpbant leughter. He insisted on telling Mr. and
iirs. Parkc his joke, tcoo. Right now he is looking forward wcth

great joy to a visit from his "Gamanme", of whom he is very fond,

and he tells me he is zcing Lo tell her the joke, too. Yoor

grandua oug . ‘

We are kaving the Dawsons gnd Jesse Knox in for supper
tonight, so I had better be brief snd set abou the preparxaticns.
I am golng to attempt & souffle, wit:: the thought that they are
people whom we know well, and if the souffle sinks to ezrth ghead
of timwe, they will understand and forgive. We often have scuflle
ourselves for dinner, for it is the beét way 1 know of for using
left=-xovers, but I haven't %rlied it at aparty so far because of
the narrow time-limit it imroses. They will s mply have to drink
their drinks up as feet as they can, and run to the table In crder
tc see it before it col.apses! Jesse says thit poor Uharley Knox
is realiy noct a % 21l well physically (he has one collapsed lung
already, and has to watch his health{ and that the strain of lving
and working in Tel Aviv is sa;ping his moral strength, as well. '
He wants to lea.e there as socn as possible, although he hasn't
been there alx months yet. It must be a most nerve-wracking ex-
rerience, even for the healihlest man.

I spent yesterday evening puiting my letters from Taris
and Lisbon in chronological order. Every time I look into them
I ax more apralled at the hsartless and thoughtless way 1 behaved,
and more grateful to you and mother for your magnificently kind
end underttanding attitiuvde. 1 am ab a loss to know how you were
able tc see anything but selfish ingratituds in ay whole character,
and how you were able to maintain so much affect ionate loving=-
kindness., I amn belatedly grateful to you all, and to Helen, who once
wrote me a much, much deserved acolding letter which momentarily
seezed to do se a lititle good, Judging only from ay answer to 1.
I obviously need a lot more of the same correction. wWell, I can
only say that 1 loved you then and love now, only I'll try to prove
it in some more concrete way in the future. I hope your grandchildren
aren't as silly and thoughtless as your daughter.rerhaps they willbe
more like you, and their ever-thoughtful, ever kind father. ‘

The scouffle is so far on}y a figment of my imagination, as

is the apple tapioca pudding, so I 1l say good=bye to you for the
rresent. ~

Lovingly,
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